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3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-18 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)\3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required If the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachnnent(s) 

1 ) 13 Notice of References Cited (PT0.892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) {PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application {PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Tfademaric Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 010706 



Application/Control Number: 10/696,148 
Art Unit: 2151 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The applicant has submitted that the Appleman Provisional Application (60/459,273) 
fails to disclose receiving a call control option simultaneous with the message alert as recited in 
the Applicant's claims. The examiner disagrees, since page 1, lines 15-16; page 2, lines 1 1, 21- 
22 and page 3, lines 8-10 disclose using an audible sound (call control option) for various 
messaging events such as the receipt of an instant message (message alert). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an appUcation for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
2004/0196963 to Appelman et al. 

As concems claim 1, an endpoint status notification system for use in a 
telecommunications network, the system comprising: an address book (ilHiiiSiiiliii^^ 
comprising a plurality of network user's names (nagie^,^^^^^ and their associated 

endpoints a personal list of contacts comprising the users selected from the address 

book by one of the users (usm selected from book asd inserted into a inessage send to line); an 
instant message alert received by said one user upon every occurrence of a reportable event for 
the contacts on the list, the alert comprising one of a plurality of informational status messages 
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pertaining to the contact and delivered to said one user unbeknownst to the contact, the 
reportable event being selected by said one user for each of the contacts on the list, whereby the 
reportable events received by said one user may differ for each of the contacts on the personal 
list (0008; email sent to a user infotming them of some information); and a call-control option 
received by said one user simultaneous with the instant message alert and, if selected by said 
one user, causes a telecommunication function related to the reportable event and pertaining to 
the contact to immediately occur (Ili^iiMttiilft 

As concems claim 2, the system of claim 1, wherein said instant message alert comprises 
a popup window ^|||) on a display of an endpoint of said one user. 

As concems claim 3, the system of claim 1, wherein said instant message alert comprises 
an audio alert sound (HH). 

As concems claim 4, the system of claim 1, wherein one of the contacts on the personal 
list comprises said one user, thereby said one user receiving the instant message alert for every 
occurrence of reportable event for said one user (0(H)9j for .each . messjage rpceiiyedap alert is 
sounded). 

As concems claim 5, the system of claim 1, wherein the instant message alert is received 
for a preset amount of time to be determined by said one user (time determined by user until 

As concems claim 6, the system of claim 1 further comprising a log of the reportable 
events for said one user and viewable by said one user sometime after the event occurs (j^^iSJl 
column 2, line I), 

As concems claim 7, the system of claim 1, wherein the personal list of contacts further 
comprises a textual display of a current status of the contacts, the list being viewable by said 
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one user and updated immediately following a reportable event, whereby said one user is able to 
view a real-time status of the contacts (figure 1; users have a display/momtor for viewing the 
contacts in the address book(006S)i 0075)> 

As concerns claim 8, the system of claim 1, wherein said one user proxies another user to 
receive the instant message alerts intended for said one user (0151; forward mess^e). 

As concerns claim 9, a method of endpoint status notification system in a 
telecommunications network con^rising a plurality of users, the method con5)rising: selecting a 
list of personal contacts fi^om an address book (0Q^8,:::gi^|?^:7^ comprising names (i|i|i( 

and endpoints (Sl^) belonging to the users; for each of the contacts, 
choosing one or more telephony-related reportable events associated with the contact (§OQj§i 
liiii^rtMliiiil^iil^ whereby the reportable events for 

each contact may differ; receiving a message alert instantaneously upon occurrence of the 
telephony-related reportable event and transmitted unbeknownst to the contact (^^^HHI 
I^IOS); viewing the alert comprising an informational message and a call-control option, both 
pertaining to a real-time status of one of the contacts (figure 3b); selecting the call-control 
option to initiate a telephony-related function to the contact (iigtlliii^ 

As concerns claim 10, the method of claim 9 further comprising listening to the alert 
(Hi). 

As concems claim 1 1, the method of claim 9, wherein viewing the alert comprises 
viewing a popup window (Hft for a pre-determined time limit (||iO|^. 
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As concerns claim 12, the method of claim 9 further comprising viewing a menu of 
telephony-related reportable events OHiPi) for contact prior to choosing the reportable 
events. 

As concerns claim 13, the method of claim 12 further comprising viewing the list of 
personal contacts (00618, page7^ line 15) and a real-time status of each contact displayed near 
each name (0M&). 

As concems claim 14, a method for status notification in a telecommunications network 
comprising a plurality of endpoints, the method comprising: detecting a change in status of a 
monitored em^oint determining if the change is an identified 

reportable event for the monitored endpoint (user sends message); if the change is the identified 
reportable event, then immediately transmitting a status alert to a user requesting notification of 
the identified reportable event (j^gMi^^Jfe); transmitting, simultaneous with the status alert, one 
or more call processing commands related to the identified reportable event and the monitored 
endpoint (#gl!=u;g,:3:l?); and processing the call command associated with the monitored endpoint 
(user selects jfrom figure 3b). 

As concems claim 15, the method of claim 14, wherein determining comprises 
comparing the change to a pre-selected and stored reportable event for the monitored endpoint 
(oDi^uterrlm^ fpr:|iiictii[pns tpper^orni fpi^iaicpQditio^ tlie 

condition is coxnpared to a default condition). 

As concems claim 16, the method of claim 14, wherein transmitting a status alert 
comprises transmitting and displaying a popup window (SOli). 

As concems claim 17, the method of claim 14, further conq3rising causing an audible 
alert (OQ09) to indicate the identified reportable event. 
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As concerns claim 18, the method of claim 14, wherein reportable events vary for each 
monitored endpoint (events may vary in the time that they ar^ delivered). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Wednesday from 5:30-4:00, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zami Maung can be reached on 571-272-3939. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PuWic PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

j^hn B. Walsh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 



